Surname 1

Name of student 
Course name
Institution
Date 
1. How does the story reflect the existentialist idea that man has free choice? What are the choices and consequences of the characters? Is there one choice that reflects truth and rightfulness?
In this story, existentialist idea that man has free choice, is depicted in several ways by both Daru and the prisoner. Daru had the choice of letting the prisoner free at night while he stayed at his house. He rather opted to stay with him and hand him over to the authorities. At the plateau close to Tinguit, Daru had a choice of guiding the prisoner to freedom. He however chose to let the prisoner decide his fate. After the prisoner made a choice willingly, Daru does not run after him to offer any advice, but he is satisfied by the prisoner’s choice. The prisoner also is faced by the same enigma. He had a choice of running to freedom at night since there was no guard. We are told this was Daru wish to escape the whole process of walking him to the authorities. The prisoner decides to walk to the authorities over freedom when he was handed the option by Daru.
Each step taken by the two characters has consequences. We see Daru is threatened by Arabs for walking the prisoner to the authorities. Although he had given the prisoner the choice to freedom, he still faces this harsh result. The prisoner choses to go to the authorities and thus ends up in prison. If he had gone south, he would have attained freedom with the nomads.
The path taken by the prisoner seems to be foolish but rightful in the eyes of the law. The prisoner had broken the law and thus rightfully deserved to be handed to the authorities. He does this willingly even after being given the choice to walk down to freedom. 

2. The story is also known for its absurdism (the philosophy that humans can never find real meaning, and if they try, they will fail). What details in this story reflect absurdism? How does this contrast to a Christian worldview? Explain.
In this story, we encounter several places where absurdism is exemplified. Both Daru and the prisoner conflicts with their choices, but no resolution seems to be the best fit. Daru feels that he has no responsibility of turning the prisoner to the authorities. He is no police or leader but an ordinary teacher. If he turns the prisoner in, he risks facing wrath from the relatives and friends of the prisoner. If he grants him freedom, Balducci might come to attack him for defying orders. This is a dangerous position to be in since each choice carries risk. Daru comes home to find a threat from the Arabs, on his life. This is his home, but he feels exiled from it and alienated. Although he stuck to the wise decision, he still faces very severe consequences for it. 
The prisoner on the other hand also encounters very hard decisions to make. He would have chosen to run away at night, but he chose to stay at Daru’s place. Running away would have granted him freedom although Daru would be in trouble for it. When Daru grants him the choice of turning himself in or freedom, he decides to turn himself in. This was a tough decision to make. The prisoner was not sure of what the nomads would do to him, or maybe it would have been worse than going to prison. The consequences of running away were also severe if he would have been caught before getting to the nomads. 
Christians believe that they don’t have to wonder since Christ lives in them, and this gives meaning to their lives. That differs from this story which clearly depicts that one cannot find the meaning of life. As both Daru and the prisoner had no choice that clearly led them the absolute path.
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